

Constructing a Learning Progression
Step 1: Identify the big idea.  

Your big idea should be an idea that synthesizes many different pieces of knowledge into a form that is useful for explaining and predicting phenomena.  Your big idea should be the focus of a major thread, taking 3-10 weeks to develop.
Step 2: Identify all necessary building blocks (concepts, knowledge, and skills).

Identify all the prerequisite concepts, knowledge, and skills a student would need to know to be able to reach the big idea.  Write each piece of information separately on a small post-it.

Step 3: Determine whether each building block is measurable through a formal or informal assessment task.  (You will write the assessments themselves later).
If a building block cannot be measured, it cannot be part of the learning progression.  These blocks should be eliminated, but first think about whether and in which remaining block that knowledge or skill remains embedded.  Remove all post-its that you determine to be not measurable.

Step 4: Arrange all building blocks in a structurally defensible sequence.
Determine the order that is likely to be the best order for most students.

Place your building blocks in the order you think they should be taught.  This order is not necessarily the same as the order in which your current curriculum or textbook is laid out.  Don’t forget there is no one correct order.
Fill in your learning progression template with the information from your post-it notes.  


